
Six Dialogues  

with the World 

Exploring  the Topics of Life, Love,  

Learning, Consciousness, Creativity & Culture 



Definitions of “Dialogue” 

 1. a written composition in which two or more 

characters are represented as conversing 

 2a: a conversation between two or more people 

 2b: an exchange of ideas and opinions <organized 

a series of ~s on human rights> 

 2c: aimed at resolution 

 3: the conversational element of literary or 

dramatic composition 

 4: a musical composition for two or more parts 

suggestive of a conversation  



What Dialogue is NOT 

 Dialogue is NOT monologue 

 Dialogue is NOT lecturing 

 Dialogue is NOT preaching  

 Dialogue is NOT debating 

 Dialogue is NOT competing 

 Dialogue is NOT attacking 

 Dialogue is NOT stereotyping 

 Dialogue is NOT name-calling 

 Dialogue is NOT cacophony 

 



Definitions of the “World” 

 1: The physical and biological planet Earth 

 2: The civilizations and empires of the world 

 3: The expansive horizon of human experience 

 4. The realm in which we ask the great questions 

 5: The social, economic and political domains 

 6: The intellectual, cultural and religious domains 



Several Approaches  

to Exploring Our Six Topics 

 Four-Part Methodology: [Detecting Casts of Mind] 

 1. Definitive: “Identity” Thinking 

 2. Dualistic: “Either-Or” Thinking [Polarity] 

 3. Dialectical: “Both-And” Thinking [Paradox} 

 4. Pluralistic: “Polysemic”, Many-Sided Thinking 

 5. Integrative: Connectional, Relational Thinking 
 

 Six Historical Frames as Interpretative Lenses:  

 Philosophical Discourses and Cultural Value Memes 

 1. Primal, 2. Ancient, 3. Medieval, 4. Modern, 5. Post-

Modern and 6. Tran-Modern 



1. A Dialogue About Life 

 1. What is life? Why does life matter? 

 2. What is the opposite of life? Death? Destruction? 

 3. How might opposites become dialectical complements? 

 4. What are the various kinds and levels of life? 

 5. How are the various kinds and levels of life related? 

 Philosophical Questions: 

 Why and how did life appear and evolve on planet Earth? 

 Does complex sentient life have a transcendent purpose? 

 What ought to be our relationship with the living world? 

 Is there advanced life in other solar systems and galaxies? 

 Are there higher forms of life in other dimensions of reality? 

 

 



2. A Dialogue About Love 

 1. What is love? Why does love matter?  

 2. What is the opposite of love? Hate? Indifference?  

 3. How might opposites become dialectical complements? 

 4. What are the many degrees and kinds of life?  

 5. How are the various kinds of love related?  

 

 Philosophical Questions: 

 

 



Webster’s Definition of Love 

 1a: strong affection for another arising out of kinship or 

personal ties, b: an assurance of love 

 2: warm attachment, enthusiasm, or devotion 

 3a: the object of attachment, enthusiasm, or devotion 

 4: the fatherly concern of God for humankind; brotherly 

concern for others 

 5: a god or personification of love 

 6: an amorous episode: love affair 

 7: the sexual embrace: copulation 

 8: a score of zero, as in tennis 

 9: religious faith, as God is love 



A Few Books About Love 

 The Four Loves, by C.S. Lewis 

 To Love and Be Loved, by Sam Keen 

 The Passionate Life, by Sam Keen 

 Love Cycles: Mastering the Essential Stages of 

Love, by Linda Carol and Sam Keen 

 A Natural History of Love, by Diane Ackerman 

 The Erotic Spirit, by Sam Hamill 

 Soul Mates: Honoring the Mysteries of Love and 

Relationships, by Thomas Moore 



A Few Books About Love 

 The Future of Love: The Power of the Soul in 

Intimate Relationships, by Daphne Rose Kingma 

 Conscious Loving: The Journey of Co-

Commitment, by Gay and Kathlyn Hendricks 

 Intimate Kisses: The Poetry of Sexual Pleasure, by 

Wendy Maltz and Thomas Moore 

 The Visionary, Ecstatic, Sensuous and Spiritual 

Love Poems of Rumi, Hafiz, “The Rubáyát” of 

Omar Khayyám, Sappho, and The Song of Songs 

 



The Four Loves, by C.S. Lewis 

 Companionship 

Comfortable, Conviviality, Camaraderie, Support 

 Friendship 

Social Bond, Shared Values, Common Interests 

 Eros 

Beauty, Enchantment, Romance, Passion, Desire 

 Agape 

Kindness, Compassion, Generosity, Service, Sacrifice 



To Love & Be Loved, by Sam Keen 

 Part I: Becoming a Lover: The Great Art 

 Love and the Meaning of Life 

 Love’s Illusions: Bad Advice from Dr. Lonely-heart 

 Love is Not a Spectator Sport: Confession and 

Invitation 

 Amorous Autobiography: Charting Your Love 

Journey 

 Thinking Clearly About Love 



To Love & Be Loved, by Sam Keen 

 Part II: The Elements of Love 

 Attention: Noticing and Focusing 

 Desire: Erotic Attraction 

 Knowledge: Mindful Love 

 Sensuality: Being in Touch 

 Empathy: The Loving Imagination 

 Compassion: Sympathetic Suffering 

 Enjoyment: Sympathetic Pleasure 

 Care: Responsible Action 



To Love & Be Loved, by Sam Keen 

 Part II: The Elements of Love 

 Storytelling: The Loving Narrative 

 Repenting: Forgiving and Renewal 

 Self-Love: Solitary Communion 

 Commitment: Willing to Love 

 Co-Creation: Fertility and Fruition 

 Adoration: Wondering Love 

 Sexuality: Carnal Love 

 Enchantment: Disillusionment and Renewal 



To Love & Be Loved, by Sam Keen 

 Part III: Meditations on Faith, Hope & Love 

 Love and the Commonwealth of Being 

 Soundings: Echoes of the Religious Imagination 

 1. Playing with Worldviews 

 2. Imagining a Dead-End Universe 

 3. Imagining Inexhaustible Creation 

 4. And Death Shall Have No Dominion 

 5. Micro-Macro Love 

 6. The Vast and Intimate Cosmos 

 7. Eros and Human Destiny 

 Love Alone Its Vigil Keeping 

 



Why Does Love Matter? 



Reflecting Upon Love & Hate,  

Non-Attachment & Indifference 

 What is the relationship between love and hate? 
 

 In what sense are love and hate the opposite of and 

opposed to each other? When does anger become hate? 
 

 In what sense are love and hate two sides of the same 

coin? Can we love and hate at the same time? 
 

 How are both love and hate both different from apathy and 

indifference?  
 

 Now is “mindful non-attachment” different from “apathetic 

indifference?” 



The Many Kinds of Love 

 



LOVE 

Our Philosophical Questions 



3. A Dialogue About Learning 



3. A Dialogue About Learning 

 1. What is learning? Why does it matter? 

 2. What is the opposite of learning? Ignorance? 

 3. How might opposites become dialectical complements? 

 4. What are the many kinds and ways of learning? 

 5. How are these various kinds and ways related? 

 

 Philosophical Questions: 



What Is Learning? 

 1: the act or experience of one that learns 

 2: knowledge or skill acquired by instruction or 

study 

 3: modification of a behavioral tendency by 

experience (as exposure to conditioning) 

 

 Learned: characterized by or associated with 

learning: ERUDITE <~ as scholar> 

 See Knowledge, Skill, Character, Intelligence, 

Wisdom, Experience  



Why Does Learning Matter? 

 Without a commitment to learning we limit the development 

of our full intellectual and creative human potential by 

remaining stuck in limited and parochial ways of seeing the 

world. 

 

 Without a commitment to learning we are highly vulnerable 

to the social conditioning influence of ignorance, arrogance, 

apathy, fear, prejudice, bigotry, paranoia, gossip, group-

think, propaganda, stereotypes, convention, conformity and 

superstition. 



What is Life-Long Learning? 

 Life-long learning is an active lifestyle commitment to 

continual learning throughout the adult years of one’s life 

rather than passively settling for what one already knows or 

presumes to know. 

 

 It is a persistent desire to expand the range and depth of 

one’s knowledge and understanding of life, consciousness 

and the world in which we live. 

 

 It invites exploration of all the vital domains of human 

inquiry across the ages and among the world’s great 

civilizations and wisdom traditions. 

 



What Are the Obstacles to 

Learning? 

 There are real obstacles to learning and we need to 

acknowledge them. 

 

 First, there are obstacles that are imposed from outside by 

a pervasive social and cultural environment that does not 

value knowledge, reflection, inquiry, education and learning. 

 

  Second, there are obstacles that are imposed by particular 

individuals in our lives who do not value a life of learning. 

 

 Third, there are obstacles that we impose upon ourselves 

through a apathy, complacency and a fear of the unknown.. 

 



What Are the Levels of Learning? 

 It is important to realize that learning happens at different 

levels, and that a systematic and methodical approach to 

effective teaching and learning will attempt to encompass 

all the levels of learning.  

 

 One of the most well known and widely used models for 

multi-level teaching and learning is Bloom’s Taxonomy. 



 



 



Levels of Intellectual  

and Cultural Discourse 

 First Echelon: Those geniuses and polymaths who first articulate 

new paradigms and seminal ideas that change the world 

 Second Echelon: Those scholars who write serious books that 

explain and interpret the new paradigms and seminal ideas  

 Third Echelon: Those educators whose teachings popularize the 

new paradigms and seminal ideas with the general public 

 Fourth Echelon: Those students who study with and learn from 

third echelon educators, some graduating to advanced levels 

 Fifth Echelon: The general public that collects “sound bites” with 

scattered references to new paradigms and seminal ideas 

 Sixth Echelon: Those who don’t know and don’t care about “The 

Great Conversation,” including the new paradigms and seminal 

ideas that are the cultural legacies of geniuses and polymaths 



Three Basic Learning Styles 

 



Passive & Active Learning 



Eight Learning Styles within  

the Spectrum of Multiple Intelligences 

 



 



 



What Are the Challenges of 

Learning in the Digital Age? 

 



4. A Dialogue about 

Consciousness 



4. Dialogue About Consciousness 

 1. What is consciousness? Why does it matter? 

 2. What is the opposite of consciousness? Unconscious?  

 3. How might opposites become dialectical complements? 

 4a. What are the different levels of consciousness? 

[Unconscious, Subconscious, Conscious, Super-

Conscious?] 

 4b. What are the different evolutionary stages of 

consciousness? [Origin, archaic, magical, mythical, mental, 

integral] -Jean Gebser, The Ever-Present Origin   

 Philosophical Questions: 

 How is the mind related to the body and consciousness to 

matter? Dualism, Idealism, Materialism, Panpsychism? 



A Definition of Conscious 

 1 perceiving, apprehending, or noticing with a 

degree of controlled thought or observation <was ~ 

that someone was watching>  

 2 sharing another’s knowledge or an awareness of 

an inward state or outward fact 

 3 personally felt <~guilt> 

 4 capable of or marked by thought, will, design, or 

perception 



A Definition of Conscious 

 5 SELF-CONSCIOUS 

 6. Having mental faculties undulled by sleep, 

faintness, or stupor: AWAKE <was ~ during 

surgery 

 7 done or acted with critical awareness < a ~ effort 

to do better> 

 8a likely to notice, consider or appraise <a bargain 

~ shopper> b being concerned or interested 

<weight ~ models> c marked by strong feelings or 

notions <a race ~ society> syn see AWARE 

 

 



A Definition of Consciousness 

 1a: the quality or state of being aware esp. of something 

within oneself  

 b: the state or fact of being conscious of an external object, 

state, or fact 

 c: AWARENESS: esp: concern for some social or political 

cause 

 2: the state of being characterized by sensation, emotion, 

volition, and thought: MIND 

 3: the totality of conscious states of an individual 

 4: the normal state of conscious life <regained ~> 

 5: the upper level of mental life of which a person is aware 

as contrasted with unconscious processes 

 



Conscious or Unconscious? 

 Either-Or: What do we mean when we use 

dualistic language to say that one is either 

conscious or unconscious, aware or unaware, 

mindful or mindless, awake or asleep? In what 

sense is this a value judgment asserting that it is 

better to be conscious than unconscious? Why? 

 Both-And: What do we mean when we use 

dialectical language to say that one may be partly 

conscious and partly unconscious, partly awake 

and partly asleep, or even occupying “hypnagogia” 

between being awake and asleep, or both/and? 



Levels of Consciousness? 

 What do people mean when they claim that there are 

lower, middle and higher levels of human consciousness, 

including sub-conscious, conscious, and super-conscious? 
  

 Freud mapped consciousness as triadic: Ego, Super-Ego, 

and Id. 
 

 Jung also mapped consciousness as triadic: Ego (Psyche), 

Eros (Anima/Soul), and Self (Atman). 
 

 What do mystics mean by the idea of “super-

consciousness” or “cosmic consciousness?” 
 

 What do people mean by “altered states of ~?” 



The Reduction of Mind to Brain, or 

the Elimination of Consciousness? 

 Many neurobiologists today who are committed to the 

reigning worldview of materialism claim that the mind and 

consciousness can be reduced to biological and chemical 

mechanistic functions of the physical brain, or even that the 

idea of “consciousness” can be eliminated altogether.  

 “You, your joys and your sorrows, your memories and 

ambitions, your sense of personal identity and free will, are 

in fact no more than the behavior of a vast assembly of 

nerve cells and their associated molecules.”   

 

–Francis Crick,  

The Astonishing Hypothesis: The Scientific Search for the Soul 

 



How is Consciousness/Mind 

Related to the Body/Matter? 

 This is known as “the Hard Mind-Body Problem.” 

 There are four major responses to it: 
  

 Dualists posit two separate realities of Mind and Body, 

Consciousness and Matter. All is Mind. Two Realities. 
 

 Idealists posit the primacy of Mind over the Body and 

Consciousness over Matter. All is Matter. 
 

 Materialists posit the primacy of Matter over the Mind and 

Matter over Consciousness. 
 

 Panpsychists posit the co-arising reality of Mind-in-Matter 

and Matter-in-Mind without dualism. Neutral Monism 



5. A Dialogue about Creativity 



5. A Dialogue about Creativity 

 



5. A Dialogue about Creativity 



5. Creativity 



5. A Dialogue About Creativity 

 What is creativity?  

 Why does creativity matter? 

 What is the opposite of creativity? 

 What outer and inner factors hinder our creativity?  

 How can creativity and productivity be integrated? 

 What are the multiple domains of creative intelligence? 

 

 Philosophical Questions: 



5. Creativity 



What is Creativity? 

1. Marked by the ability or power to create 

 

2. Having the quality of something created rather 

than imitated 

 

3. Managed so as to get around legal or 

conventional limits 



Why Does Creativity Matter? 

 “Of all human activities, creativity comes closest to 

providing the fulfillment we all hope to get in our lives. Call it 

full-blast living. Creativity is a central source of meaning in 

our lives. Most of the things that are interesting, important, 

and human are the result of creativity…. 
 

 “When we’re creative, we feel we are living more fully than 

during the rest of life…. 
 

 “Creativity leaves an outcome that adds to the richness and 

complexity of the future.” 
 

--Mihaly Csiksentmihalyi 



The Enemies of Creativity 

 What are the “enemies” of creativity?  

 

 In what ways may “conformity,” “conventionality”, 

“banality” and the “commonplace” prevent us from 

being imaginative, innovative, visionary and 

creative? 

 

 What external and internal factors tend to block 

and impair our creativity? How do we overcome 

them? 



Balancing  

Creativity & Productivity 

Creativity Productivity 

Bohemian Spirit Bourgeois Spirit 

Significance Success 

Intrinsic Value Instrumental Value 

Architecture Engineering 

Imagination Reason 

“Head in the Clouds” “Feet on the Ground” 

“Is It Beautiful?” “Will It Work?” 

“Is It Innovative?” “Is It Reliable?” 



10 Paradoxical Qualities  

of Highly Creative People 

1. Physical energy | quiet rest 

2. Smart | 2nd Naiveté 

3. Playfulness | Discipline 

4. Imagination | Realism 

5. Extroverted | Introverted 

6. Humble | Proud 

7. Masculine | Feminine 

8. Rebellious | Conservative 

9. Passionate | Objective 

10. Suffering | Joy 

 



Creativity in Relationship to 

Left & Right Brain Hemispheres 



The Many Aspects of Creativity 

 



 



3 Kinds of Basic Intelligence 



SQ 



Six Paths toward 

Greater Spiritual Intelligence 

1. Conventional: The Path of Duty 

2. Social: The Path of Nurturing 

3. Investigative: The Path of Knowledge 

4. Artistic: The Path of Personal Transformation 

5. Realistic: The Path of Brotherhood 

6. Enterprising: The Path of Servant Leadership 



Bodily/Kinesthetic Intelligence 



 



Savants, Geniuses and Polymaths 

 Some highly creative persons develop their 

intelligence, knowledge, imagination and skill in 

primarily one single domain, and become creative 

specialists. They may even be regarded as savants 

and geniuses in their chosen field. But their knowledge 

of other domains may be rather superficial limited. 
 

 Other highly creative persons develop multiple 

intelligences that span a wide spectrum of domains 

and ways of knowing. We tend to refer to these as 

Renaissance Men and Women, as many-sided and 

multi-dimensional polymaths.  



6. A Dialogue About Culture 

 1. What is culture? Why does it matter? 

 2. What is the opposite of culture? Philistinism? 

 3. How might opposites become dialectical complements? 

 4. What are the many different kinds and levels of culture? 

 5. How can the plurality of cultures be optimally connected? 

 

 Philosophical Questions: 



What Is Culture? 

1. Cultivation, tillage 

 

2. The act of developing the intellectual and moral faculties, 

esp. by education 

 

3. Expert care and training 

 

4. Enlightenment and excellence of taste acquired by 

intellectual and aesthetic training 



What Is Culture? 

5a. The integrated pattern of human knowledge, belief and 

behavior that depends upon the capacity for learning and 

transmitting knowledge to succeeding generations;  

 

5b. The customary beliefs, social forms, and material traits of 

a racial, religious, or social group;  

 

5c. A set of shared attitudes, values, goals, and practices that 

characterize an institution or organization 



Why Does Culture Matter? 

 Without  the legacy of an integrated pattern of human 

knowledge, belief and behavior that results from the 

transmission of learning and knowledge to succeeding 

generations, each generation would have to begin the 

human project all over again as barbaric savages and 

ignorant philistines living in a state of mental torpor and 

social anarchy. 

 

 To be a “conscious, creative and self-cultivates person is to 

have benefited from an intentionally acquired knowledge 

and understanding of the wisdom of the ages, thereby 

living a more vital, aware, authentic and fully human life.   



What Is the Opposite of Culture? 

 Culture and Anarchy, by Matthew Arnold 

 

 “X-People”: Nietzsche's “Free Spirits” 

~ 

 The Upper-Class Barbarian: Avarice 

 The Middle-Class Bourgeois: Conformity 

 The Lower-Class Proletariat: Ignorance 

 The No-Class Philistine: Vulgarity  

 



“Culture” as a Creative Dialectic 

Between Polarities of Order and Chaos 

 



The “Creative Dialectic”  

of Order & Chaos, Habit & Life 

 



Three Cultural Enclaves 

 Cultural Creatives (“Affirm, Critique, Transcend”) 

 Contemplatives (Inward: Higher Consciousness) 

 Activists (Outward: Global Citizenship) 
 

 Cultural Progressives (Future, Change, Reform) 

 Modern Romantic Spiritual Reformers 

 Modern Rationalist Secular Reformers 
 

 Cultural Traditionalists (Past, Continuity, Heritage) 

 Religious Canonical Founders and Forebears (J-C) 

 Secular Canonical Founders and Forebears (G-R) 



The “X Way” Out of 

the American Status System? 

 Upper out-of-sight 

 Upper  

 Upper middle  

------------------- 

 Middle 

 High Proletarian 

 Mid proletarian 

 Low proletarian 

------------------- 

 Destitute 

 Bottom out-of-sight 

The X Way Out: 

“X People are not a social 

class but a category. One is 

born into a social class, but 

one becomes an X-Person 

only through strenuous effort 

of discovery in which 

curiosity and originality are 

indispensable. Entering 

category X often requires 

flight from parents and 

forebears.” –Paul Fussell 

 
 



What Kind of People are Xs? 

 “Some ‘X-Persons’ are Bohemians, Intellectuals, Actors, 

Musicians, Artists, Sports Stars, “Celebrities,” well-to-do 

former hippies, confirmed residers abroad, and the more 

gifted journalists, those whose by-lines intelligent readers 

recognize with pleasant anticipation.  

 

 “X people can be described as (to use C. Wright Mill’s term) 

as ‘self-cultivated.’ They tend to be self-employed, doing 

what social scientists call autonomous work. If, as Mills had 

said, the middle-class person is “always somebody’s man,” 

the X person is nobody’s, and his freedom from supervision 

is one of his most obvious characteristics.   



X Persons as an “Unmonied  

Aristocracy” of the Creative Spirit 

 “X people are independent-minded, free of anxious regard 

for popular shibboleths, loose in carriage and demeanor. 

They adore the work they do, and they do it until they are 

finally carried out, ‘retirement’ being a concept meaningful 

onto hired personnel or wage slaves who despise their 

work.  

 

 “Being an X person is like having much of the freedom and 

some of the power of a top-out-of-sight or upper-class 

person, but without the money. X category is a sort of 

unmonied aristocracy.” 

--Class, by Paul Fussell 

  



Sociological and Psychological 

Approaches to Transforming Culture 

 The Extraverted Sociological View is that in order to change 

and transform the Individual we must first change and 

transform the OUTER Society. 

 

 The Introverted Psychological View is that in order to 

change the Society we must first change and transform the 

INNER Individual. 

 

 The Integral Psycho-Social Approach attempts to address 

both the interior needs of the Individual and the exterior 

needs of the Society simultaneously and synergistically. 



Four Quadrants of Integral Change 

Awareness, Behavior, Culture & Society 



Four Dimensions of Integral Change 

Thinking &  

Beliefs 

Behavior & 
Performance 

Culture & 

Values 

Systems & 

Processes 

Integral 
Change 



Four Dimensions of Integral Culture 

 



Transforming the Self: 

Psycho-Synthesis & Integral Culture 



Transforming the Self: 

Psycho-synthesis & Integral Culture 

 



Transforming the Self: 

Psycho-Synthesis & Integral Culture 

 



Transforming the Self:  

Psycho-Synthesis & Integral Culture 



Towards an Global Culture 

of Integral Vision and Values 



Transformative Values  

of an Integral Culture 



An Emerging Integral Vision 

 An emerging Integral Vision of Reality, Self and 

Society will “make connections” between the 

symbiotic and synergistic values of Life, Love, 

Learning, Consciousness, Creativity and Culture. 

 

 It will see these six liberating values not as 

competitive and contradictory but as mutually 

nurturing and supporting each other. It will 

intentionally integrate them into a unified and 

holistic way of life. 

 

 

 



An Emerging Integral Vision 

 Further, it will “make connections” between the 

unfolding spectrum of human consciousness and 

world civilization, including the Primal, Ancient, 

Medieval, Modern, Post-modern and Trans-

modern “casts of mind” and “ways of life.”  

 

 It will learn to life fully in “the ever present origin,” 

i.e., “the here and now;” and at the same time it will 

learn to imaginatively “travel” to other times and 

places, including the archaic, magical, mythical, 

rational and integral mindscapes and worldviews.  



Cultivating a Dialogue with  

the Great Questions of Life 

 What does it mean to cultivate a dialogue with the 

great questions of life? 
 

 Why is a dialogue with the great questions of life 

important for us both individually and collectively 

as a society and world? 
 

 How can a continuing dialogue with the great 

questions of life become a consciously chosen and 

creatively engaged lifestyle commitment?   


